-
B W - r
7 J!..-j.-d'_ et O b o &

Joins Prior and Pr

ecently, two of the horse industry leaders have come

together to influence the homse world in a positive way.
Atwood Ranch, owned by Dr. Tom Atwood, has integrated the
Parelli Preschool Program™ into what is one of the top Quar-
ter Horse breeding programs in the country, Tom Atwood has
the wisdom and mastery of decades of breeding the finest
performance Cuarter Horses. Combine that with the wisdom
and mastery of Parelli Nawral Hosemanship, a program like
no other... | feel honored wo be a pan of what is vet to come.
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The journey of bringing Parelli Matwral Horsemanship
to Arwood Ranches began some time ago in the heans and
minds of Mike and Catherine Sapienza, The Sapienzas have
been Parelli students and fans for the past 10 years and they
have been Atwood Ranch managers for the past nine years
Atwood Ranch has been one of the premier breeding facilities
for top performance Quarter Horses for over 30 vears. These
harses have achieved high honors in various anenas, most
prominently in the cutting, reining and cow horse events,
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but Tom Atwood is primarily interested in
breeding sound, versatile horses that people
want to purchase and go on in whatever
discipline suits them and the horse,

The Sapienzas saw the value of bringing these two pro-
grams together. Tom Atwood has known the value of carly
education in livestock and Pat has instilled the imponance
of it 1o be done and done comeatly for a very long time, 5o it
only seemed natural for this to come to fruition. That is where
I come in. | had just retumed to the LSA from the tap to
Australia with "River.” | was at the airpon checking my phone
messages and there was one from Atwood Ranches, Long story
shor, | talked 1o Pat about various details and 10 days later |
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[middle) from Atwood Ranches.

was packing my bags in Florida and headed BACK o Cali-
fomia to a wwn called Elk Grove, just south of Sacramento.
Oince there, | was 1o stan and head the Parelli Preschool Pro-
gram™ with the Atwood yearlings in a division of the Atwood
Ranches called Atwood Ranch Maturally,

The first day on the job was approsimately 3 days afier |
armived. [t was branding time for all the Atwood vearlings
and Mr, Avwood asked that “all hands be on deck” as they
say, to observe and be a pan of the process, This was my first
introduction to my future *students.” They all were faidy wild
and scared. A lot had happened between their pastare they
called home and the pens they were in at the time, and they
were pretty bothered. It became clear it was my job to carch
and halter the colts for this project. [ knew this was my first
test, | had already felt a bit of skepticism amongst the group,
bast | was not worried. | had a choice to make at that moment
and I chose to seize the opportunity. They say you only have
one chance to make a first impression, and this was i This
was my first and most imporant chance 1o make a good
solid impression not only for mysell and my Parelli skills and
abilities, but also [ most importantly) my first chance to make
an impression for the company and people | represent at
Parelli, Evervone, including ewner Tom Atwood, John Wells
the Atwood Cantle Ranch Manager, Jack and Jody Elliot the
Arwood Breeding facility Manager, and Mike and Catherine
Sapienza observed as | went about my business and did my
jobr as | have been trained to do through my vears at Parelli. A
few hours and no dust later, the 1ask had been accomplished,
goals had been achieved and best of all the principles had
been maintained. | knew if 1 could impress the horses, |
would have a chance 10 impress the people as a by-product. It
was a good day for the horses and for Parelli. There were nods
of approval all around and in ranch country that means a lot
It would be two weeks later when the vearlings would begin
their education in Parelli Preschool. 1 look forward to sharing
the progress as we all go... and so the Journey begins. =8



