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Atwood’s performance horse program is concentrated 
at Stony Creek Station in Orland, California, under the 
direction of Jodi Elliot.



Tom Atwood loves a good per-
formance horse as much as the 
next person. He appreciates an 
animal that can motor down the 

fence, cut a cow with style, or mark well in 
a reining pattern. But more than anything, 
he wants to produce sound, well-mannered, 
versatile horses, and he has designed his far-
flung Atwood Ranch operation with that goal 
in mind.

“I want to raise structurally correct and 
sound horses,” Atwood says. “I want to raise 
horses that people want to purchase and go on 
with in whatever discipline suits them and the 
horse. I’m happy to have them go in whatever 
direction they want to go.”

That isn’t to say Atwood doesn’t have horses 
that sport specific cutting or reining blood-
lines. His stallion Ill Be Smart is a full brother 
to Smart Little Lena, while two of his other 
sires, One Smart Peppy and Colonel Doc Bar 
Chex, are by Peppy San Badger and Colonel 
Freckles, respectively.

Atwood and his wife, Julie, own several 
ranches, most of them in Northern California, 
but also in Oregon. His slogan “Cutters, Cattle, 
Cabernet” speaks to the range of his interests, 
from growing cabernet grapes in the vineyard 
next to where he lives to raising show and beef 
cattle, and performance and ranch horses. 

While his horses are spread throughout 
many of his properties, his performance ani-
mals are concentrated at Stony Creek Station 
in Orland, California, under the direction of 
ranch manager Jodi Elliott.

“With Tom, it’s truly a love of the horses,” 
says Elliott, who with her husband, Jack, 
has worked for Atwood some 20 years. “It’s 
a passion for him. He loves the babies and 
the broodmares, and he stands behind his 
horses.”

Trading Dirt
Atwood didn’t start out in the cattle and 

horse business—he practiced dentistry dur-
ing the 1970s and also handled his own real 
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Cutters, Cattle 
Cabernet

By Tracy Gantz

Athletic horses, good cattle, fine wine and  
“trading dirt” have kept Tom Atwood busily 
diversified for nearly 40 years. 
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